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Latest from Ninety-Six Press
features works of 46 poets

Gilbert Allen and William Rogers of
the Furman English department founded
Ninety-Six Press in 1 9 9 1 to recognize
and promote poetry in South Carolina.
The name of the Press was derived
from the old name for the area around
Greenville, the "Ninety-Six District."
The moniker also survives in the name
of the town Ninety Six.
Since its founding, the Press has pub
lished 1 1 one-author collections of verse,
plus a small anthology featuring the works
of five young poets from northwestern
South Carolina. But in the 14-year history
of the Press, the best-selling title has been
45/96: The Ninety-Six Sampler of South
Carolina Poetry, which was published in

Gingrich speaks

Will Demos borrow from Reagan?

Americans, says Newt Gingrich, are
disgusted with negative political campaigns
and attack ads - and ready for a change.
"It's time for someone to step up and

1994 and featured the efforts of 45 poets.
When 45/96 was set to go out of print
in 2003, the publishers decided that a new
anthology was in order. As a result, this
summer Ninety-Six Press unveiled its
14th publication: A Millennia/ Sampler

candidates who are willing to reject

of South Carolina Poetry.

nastiness and instead discuss issues

Allen writes in the new book's introduc
tion that the collection was inspired, in
large part, by the popularity of 45/96, which
proved an invaluable resource for state
teachers and librarians, as well as poets.
The Sampler represents, in the publishers'
words, "both the state of South Carolina
and the art of poetry" while providing
"a snapshot of recent American verse."
The 46 poets included in the book are
represented by no fewer than two and no
more than five poems. All contributors
have lived or worked in South Carolina
since January 1, 2000. Although a number
of the 145 poems have been published pre
viously in journals or literary reviews, many
are appearing in print for the first time.
Among the contributors are Furman
alumni Nancy Dew Taylor '61; Brian
Slusher '85 and his wife, Terri McCord
' 86; Joel McCollough ' 87; and Kimberly
Jane Simms '02. Others with Furman
connections are Allen and departmental
colleague William Aarnes; Wayne Cox,
husband of Spanish professor Lourdes
Manye; Gene Fehler, father of history
professor Tim Fehler; and Keller Cushing
Freeman, who in 1 996 was elected an
honorary member of Furman's chapter
of Phi Beta Kappa.
The cost of Millennia/ Sampler
is $20. To acquire a copy, e-mail
gil.allen@furman.edu or bill.rogers
@furman.edu, or call the Department
of English, (864) 294-3 1 55.

directly and openly. "The opportunity

be an adult," the former Speaker of the
U.S. House told an overflow crowd at
Furman's Younts Conference Center
October 11, emphasizing the need for

for someone to do so is enormous."
Will Gingrich himself enter the fray?
He is freq uently mentioned as a likely
candidate for the Republican presidential
nomination in 2008, but when asked dur
ing his Furman appearance if he planned
to run, he told the press, "I don't know."
One thing he was willing to do, how
ever, was predict potential campaign
slogans the Democrats might use in 2008:
" Had Enough?" or "We Can Do Better."
Although the next presidential elec
tion is three years off, Gingrich cited
President Bush's low approval ratings
and the public's growing concern about
such issues as terrorism, the war in
Iraq and the problems generated by
Hu rricane Katrina as potential sticking
points for the president. Gingrich
speculated that the Democrats might
take a page from Ronald Reagan's 1980
race against J i mmy Carter and build a
case for change by capitalizing on the
public's restlessness and concern over
domestic and international crises.
Pointing to Bush's slippi ng popularity
and insular style and the current shaki
ness of his conservative base, Gingrich
said the administration brought many
of its problems upon itself.
"You can't lead with just a handful
of people in the White House," he said.

"You need input and openness to ideas,
which can't be parsed out by five people
in the White House.
"You need dissent and turmoil, even
though that d rives the White House staff
crazy. Congress is designed to be co
equal with the president, even with the
resulting tension between the legislative
and executive branches. What emerges
from that conflict and disagreement is
better government and legislation, which
Bush doesn't seem to understand" and Reagan, whose name Gingrich often
invoked d uring his remarks, did.
Gingrich spent much of the evening
recou nting the history and successes of
the Republican Revolution of 1994, which
he orchestrated. The immediate result
of the stun ning GOP surge from minority
to majority party was the "Contract With
America" and the passage of legislation
dealing with such conservative touch
stones as welfare reform, tax cuts, a strong
defense and a balanced budget.
Among the keys to the Republican
resurgence, said Gingrich, were long
term planning and a consistent, upbeat
message.
"We were standing on Reagan's
shoulders," he said, adding that Reagan
modeled his approach to conservatism
after that of Franklin Delano Roosevelt a Democrat. The Gipper's sunny disposi
tion and positive message resonated with
the public and contrasted sharply, Gingrich
said, to the old, traditional view of the GOP
as "cheap, negative and pessimistic."
The former congressman's visit
was sponsored by the Richard W. Riley
Institute of Government, Politics and
Public Leadership. More details about
his appearance are available on-line at
http://www.furman.edu/riley/index.html.
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